
WE ACKNOWEDGE THE WADAWURRUNG
PEOPLE OF THE LAND ON WHICH WE STAND

ON TODAY

THE
WHITE
MANGROVE
EXPERIENCE

The Rotary Club of Ocean Grove, as a
subset of Rotary International, has served
the Southern Bellarine District for over 37
years, providing support through various
community and environmental projects.
Guided by the principle of ‘Service above
Self’, they have undertaken a diverse 
 array of projects, such as, the Summer
Market, the Art Show, Bali Smiles, etc.

ROTARY CLUB 

This experience is brought forward by the
Rotary Club of Ocean Grove, it consists of
a proposed boarded walkway located
approximately 100m north of the
Wallington Road and Thacker Street
intersection. The walkway will provide
access to the white mangroves for an
intimate experience with nature. 

PROJECT BACKGROUND

https://www.facebook.com/RotaryOG/

WHO

https://instagram.com/rotarycluboceangrove/

https://www.rotaryoceangrove.org.au

FOR MORE INFORMATION:



Blue carbon is the carbon stored in coastal and
marine ecosystems - such as mangroves, tidal
marshes and seagrasses. These plants and their
sediment stores large amounts of blue carbon,
playing an important role in carbon capture. 

Blue carbon ecosystems are the most efficient
natural carbon storage mechanism. However,
being restricted to coastlines means that the
abundance is limited globally. Preservation of
these existing environments is therefore of critical
importance.

The proposed location for the White Mangrove
Experience (WME) is located in an estuary of the
Barwon River, downstream of the Lake
Connewarre Wildlife Reserve.

The WME will consider key distinguishing features
of the area and cross through the local wetlands,
mangroves, salt marshes, and woodlands. 

Being located within an internationally recognised
Ramsar wetland means that the area is of
significant biodiversity value. The Barwon estuary
is uniquely placed as it is permanently open to the
sea and therefore supports several distinct
freshwater and saltwater habitats. 

The mangroves and seagrasses provide critical
nurseries which maintain the health and
biodiversity of the aquatic wildlife in the area. 

serve as a barrier between human activity and
the local flora and fauna,
assure the safety of the plants and animals, 
provide safe access for visitors,
increasing the awareness of mangrove forest
benefits can protect, conserve, preserve and
expand coverage of mangrove forests.

The boardwalk will :

ENVIRONMENTAL

BENEFITS MANGROVESAREA

BLUE CARBON

Interactions with nature can have an overall
positive effect on the mental wellbeing of the
individual. 
Spending at least 2 hours per week in a natural
environment may benefit older adults with
long-term health issues.  

WELLBEING

Mangroves are a great recreational attraction
which can attract thousands of visitors
annually.  
As a travel destination it provides a high-value
and low impact use of these important
ecosystems. 

ECONOMIC Mangroves are typically located along the border
between land and water, where they are usually
inundated by tides. Mangrove forests are some of
the most carbon-rich forests in the world,
contributing significantly to the well-being of
fisheries and coastal waters. These forests also
defend against natural disasters such as floods
and storms.

Worldwide, around 30-50% of mangroves have
been lost over the past 50 years and are currently
being lost at a rate of 2% per year. The
deforestation of mangroves leads up to 10% of
carbon emissions despite it only covering 0.7% of
land globally (Conservation International, 2019).


