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We acknowledge the traditional First Nation custodians of country 
throughout Victoria and their ongoing connection to this land.  We 

pay our respects to their culture and their Elders, past, present and 
emerging. 

 

 



P a g e  2 | 30 

 

Index 

         

Office Bearers and Directors  3  

2025 – 2026 Club Board Members     3 

Special Purpose Committee Chairs and Other roles  3 

Past Presidents   Past Secretaries  4 

Service Recognition       5 

Paul Harris Fellows in our Club     6   

President’s Report       7 

Community Service Report      10 

Environment Service Report      12 

International Service Report     13 

Youth Service Report       14 

Social Committee Report      16 

Summer Market Report 2025-2026 Season   16 

Art Show Report       17 

Disabled Surfers Report      18 

The Great Barwon River Duck Race Report    19 

Membership Report 2025/6      21 

Program Speaker Report       22 

Rotary Foundation Report      23 

Secretary’s Report       24 

Public Image Report       24 

Treasurer’s Report       26 

Organisation Chart – 2026-27     30 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



P a g e  3 | 30 

 

Rotary Club of Ocean Grove Inc. 
 
Office Bearers and Directors 
President of Rotary International   Francesco Arezzo 
District 9780 Governor   Christine Dufty 
Barwon Group    Barry Cooper 

 
2025 – 2026 Club Board Members 
President     Lyndy Stagg 
Secretary     Rod Bush  
Treasurer     Lisa Hanley 
Pres. Elect: 2026 – 2027    Paul Brewster 
Immediate Past President   Meredith O’Neill 
Youth Service     Paul Brewster 
International Service    Graeme Batrouney 
Community/Environment Service  Jenny Templeton, 
      Delia Naumann (Environment) 
General Member     Beth Eustace (Membership) 
General Member     John Paton (Board Mentor) 
Public Image / Assistant Secretary   Kath Venters 

 
 
Special Purpose Committee Chairs and Other roles 
 Art Show      Rod Bush 
Attendance / Meeting setup   Richard Cahill, John Karis, Nick Lascaris 
Bulletin Editor/Publisher    Rod Bush 
Bulletin Notes     Jennifer Baxter 
Club Historian     Noel Emselle 
Community & Environment Service  Jenny Templeton  
      Delia Naumann (Environment) 
Duck Race      Heather Wilson, Lisa Hanley, Richard Cahill 
Family of Rotary     Judy Greer 
International Service    Graeme Batrouney 
Market      Adrian Schmidt, Graeme Chamberlain,  
      John Paton 

Meeting Program     John Paton 
Merchandise      Marian Walton 
Photographer     Andy McKoy 
Property      Rod Birrell 
Public Image     Kath Venters 
Risk Management    John Wynn – (on request) 
Social       Marion Walton 
Vocational Service     Shared responsibility 
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Past Presidents   Past Secretaries 
 
1983-84  Wal Kelly  Alan Kilpatrick 
1984-85  Frank Mountford  Alan Kilpatrick 
1985-86    Henry Hudson              Denis Joseph 
1986-87  John Calnin  Denis Joseph 
1987-88  Jim MacDonald  Maurice Barwick 
1988-89  Hans Franken  Maurice Barwick 
1989-90  Trevor McArdle  Jim MacDonald 
1990-91  Maurice Barwick  Geoff Brentnall 
1991-92  Peter Robinson  Bob Osbourne 
1992-93  Geoff Morphett  Bob Osbourne 
1993-94  Eric Bare  Ken Thibou 
   Bob Osbourne  
1994-95  Geoff Chandler   John Dodgshun 
1995-96  Gerry Spencer   John Dodgshun 
1996-97  Barry Reid   John Dodgshun 
1997-98  Coral Barker   Mark Donehue 
1998-99  Martin Geerings   Mark Donehue 
1999-00  Peter Cullen  Mark Donehue 
2000-01  Hans Franken   Geoff Morphett 
2001-02  John Powell   Tony Haines 
2002-03  Colin Brown   Tony Haines 
2003-04  Geoff Brentnall   Tony Haines 
2004-05  Tim Kemp   Dennis Saliba 
2005-06  Helen Trigg   David Cornwell 
2006-07  Richard Grimmett   Rod Greer 
2007-08  Alison George   Rod Greer 
2008-09  John Calnin  Victor Harnath 
2009-10  Rod Greer   Victor Harnath 
2010-11  Noel Emselle   Victor Harnath 
2011-12  Margaret Campbell  Victor Harnath 
2012-13  Richard Clay   Victor Harnath 
2013-14  Gordon King   Victor Harnath 
   Rod Greer 
2014-15   John Paton  Martin Geerings 
2015-16    Adrian Schmidt  Tony Haines 
2016-17    Judy Greer                  Fred Andrews 
2017-18    John Calnin  Pearl Macmillan 
2018-19    Graeme Chamberlain Pearl Macmillan 
2019-20    Marion Walton  Pearl Macmillan 
2020-21 Gillian Morgan  Pearl Macmillan 
2021-22 Alan Keyse  Heather Willson 
2022-23 Peter Cowburn  Rod Bush 
2023-24 Lynne Carlson  Rod Bush 
2024-25 Meredith O’Neill  Rod Bush 
2025-26 Lyndy Stagg  Rod Bush 
   Kath Venters 
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Service Recognition 
 

Four Avenues of Service Citation:  
PDG Henry Hudson OAM,  

John Fox 
2022: Tony Haines, Geoff Chandler 

2023: Rod Greer, Judy Greer, Rod Bush 
 

Avenues of Service Citation - Community - 2024 Lisa Hanley, Heather Willson  
Avenues of Service Citation - Vocation - 2024 John Karis 

Avenues of Service - International - 2025 Kath Venters   2026 Graeme Batrouney 
Avenues of Service - Youth - 2025 Paul Brewster   2026 Paul Brewster 

Avenues of Service - Community - 2025 Pearl Macmillan   2026 Jenny Templeton 
Avenues of Service - Club Service - 2025 Lyndy Stagg 

2026 Rod Bush, Kath Venters, Beth Eustace, Jenny Wright 
 

Rotary Foundation Meritorious Service Citation:  
PDG Henry Hudson OAM 

 

Honorary Membership 
2026 Rod Bush 

 
District Recognition Award 

2024: Kath Venters, Rod Bush 
 

John Fox Memorial Award 
2019: Rod Bush 

2020: Alex Magee 
2021: Rod & Judy Greer 
2022: Meredith O’Neill 

2023: Heather Willson & Lisa Hanley 
2024: David Larkin & Rod Birrell 

2025: John Paton & Rod Bush 
2026: Marion Walton & Peter Cowburn 

 

Life Members ** - Deceased; Ret. - Retired 
 

2022: John Wynn (Ret.), John Calnin (Ret.) 
2023: Rod Birrell, Geoff Brentnall (**), Margaret Campbell, Graeme Chamberlain, Geoff 

Chandler (Ret.), Tony Haines, Peter Hawthorne, Wal Kelly, Gordon King, Alex Magee 
(Ret.), Adrian Schmidt, Bill Steains (Ret.), Neil Templeton. 

2024: Martin Geerings (Ret.) 
2026: Penny Broome, Peter Cullen, Rod Greer, Larrie Winzar 
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Paul Harris Fellows in our Club:    

 = Blue Stone     PHS = Paul Harris Society    Red Stone (= 6th, 7th & 8th ) 
    ꫵ꫶ꫴ꫷꫸꫹ = Diamond Stone [Major Donor (≥ 9 x꾆)] 

** - Deceased  
 

Janet Alexander  
Fred Andrews 
Moya Armstrong 
Eric Bare 
** Coral Barker  
** Graham Bath  
** Wilma Bath 
Graeme Batrouney  
Rodney Birrell  
Carol Birrell 
•• Geoff Brentnall  
Paul Brewster  PHS 
Penny Broome  
Colin Brown 
** Rod Bush 3  
Richard Cahill  
John Calnin  2  
Nan Calnin 
Margaret Campbell  
Richard Cahill  
Lynne Carlson 3  
Graeme Chamberlain   
Geoff Chandler 
Warren Chapman 
Richard Clay 
David Cooke 
Peter Cowburn   
Peter Cullen  
** Charles Dawborne 
** John Dodgshun 
** Norm Elliott  
Elaine Elliott 
Noel Emselle 3  
Beth Eustace  

 

Geoff Ford  
** Jan Fox 
** John Fox  
Hans Franken 
Martin Geerings 
Alison George 5  PHS 
Robert Grant 
Judy Greer 2  
Rod Greer 2  
Richard Grimmett 
Tony Haines   
Pam Haines 
Lisa Hanley 2 PHS 
Victor Harnath 
Peter Hawthorne   
Sue Hill  
Anne Hodgkinson 
** Isabella Hudson  
** Henry Hudson  
John Karis  
Wal Kelly  
Tim Kemp 
John Karis  
Gordon King    PHS  
Alan Keyse  
David Larkin  PHS 
Pearl Macmillan  
Andrew McKoy  
Graeme May 
Alex Magee 3  PHS 
Trevor McArdle 
Gill Morgan  PHS 
Geoff Morphett 
** Frank Mountford 

 

Delia Naumann  
Graham O’Donnell 
Meredith O’Neill 3  
** Bob Osbourne 
John Paton 4  
** Bill Penna 
•• Peter Robinson 
James Ricchini  
Frank Rice   
** Roy Rose 
Adrian Schmidt 3   
** Audrey Spencer  
•• Gerry Spencer  PHS 
Lyndy Stagg  
Bill Steains 
Ty Symons 
Jenny Templeton  
Neil Templeton  
Andrea Tierney  
** Andrew Thornton  
** Ron Todd 
Richard Trigg 
Helen Trigg  
David Tyrrell 
Kath Venters 3  
•• Bill Walton   
Marion Walton   
Chris Watson 5  PHS 
Gary Willson  PHS 
Heather Willson   
** Dennis Wooten 
Larrie Winzar   
Jenny Wright  
John Wynn 
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President’s Report 

Firstly, I would like to sincerely thank all members for the support, 
friendship, and encouragement shown throughout the year. It has been a 
pleasure to attend Rotary functions and work alongside such a dedicated 
and generous group of people. The contribution our members make to both 
the local community, and the wider world continues to be inspiring. 
 
Our Board members once again carried out their responsibilities with dedication, 
professionalism, and passion, ensuring the smooth operation and continued success 
of the club. The Bylaws have been updated and the Constitution altered in line with 
Rotary International. We have carefully adhered to the strategic plan being mindful of 
the eight goals for the Service areas and club development. 
 
During the year it has been special to encourage members to find our meetings, 
welcoming, engaging and worthwhile. Members have expressed confidence in our club 
leadership with transparency and collaboration, while taking part in meaningful service 
activities. 
 
Guest Speakers and Club Presentations 
This year we continued the tradition of having a diverse and informative range of guest 
speakers and member presentations. Topics included local and international history, 
community organisations, health, the environment, and Rotary service. 
Highlights included: 

 Darcy O’Donnell speaking on Bellarine history  
 Andrew Maud from IGA  
 Members sharing reflections on their years in Rotary  
 Presentations from the Geelong Cemetery Trust  
 The history of the Ocean Grove Surf Lifesaving Club and Queenscliff  
 A fascinating journey to Olympia in 366 BC  
 Tony Walker sharing insights from his work as a Foreign Correspondent  

 
Environmental presentations included: 

 Joe McLean from Scaada  
 Friends of the Bluff  
 Farm My School  
 Bellarine Marine Care 

 
Health-related sessions included: 

 Defibrillator and emergency protocol training – with thanks to Wal  
 Hearing tests  
 Lachlan Sinnott speaking on the dairy industry and milk production  
 Skin Cancers checks 
 Ocean Minds 

 
Community-focused presentations included: 

 Riding for the Disabled  
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 Surfing for all Abilities 
 ANZAC Day veterans’ initiatives  

 
International projects and awareness remained an important part of our program: 

 Cambodia Rural Students Trust  
 Heather and Gary Wilson’s visit to Cambodia  
 ShelterBox  
 Andrew Murphy’s presentation on Ambon and Rotary community support trips  
 Penny Broome’s presentation on Japan and future travel opportunities  
 

Community Service and Club Activities                                     
The club remained highly active in community service and support throughout the year. 
The President and various members represented the club at: 

 Probus anniversaries and award nights  
 Salvation Army functions  
 Riding for the Disabled events  

 
The club also participated in: 

 Barwon Regional meetings  
 Geelong Service Club Network activities  
 RJCA interaction with local primary schools  
 Student Bursaries and Scholarships. 
 Watering our 100 trees and assisting with the nature strip initiative. 
 The Art Show  
 The Summer Markets 
 The Duck Race  

 
Service activities included: 

 Planting at the lookout  
 BBQs for the Soccer Club  
 Volunteering at the Cadel Evans event  
 Supporting the Apple Fair at Ocean Grove Primary School  
 Assisting at the Barwon Heads Fete  
 Overflow parking management for the Ocean Grove Bowls Club World Indoor 

Championships  
 Footy gate duties and cheque presentations  
 Packing birthing kits  
 A visit to the Queenscliff Coast Guard Flotilla  
 Supporting Ocean Grove Neighbourhood House student activities  
 Continued involvement with the Salvation Army  
 Various scholarships for primary and secondary students 
 Assisting the fundraising for the Red Shield Appeal. 

 
Special mention should also go to the enthusiastic team involved in cleaning the trailer, 
which turned into a very enjoyable social occasion thanks to the hospitality and 
delicious lunch provided by a team led by Marion Walton. 
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Fellowship and Social Activities 
Rotary fellowship remained an important part of club life throughout the year. There 
were many opportunities for members to embrace creativity and enjoy activities 
outside our usual service projects. 
 
Members participated in a range of enjoyable social events including: Christmas 
breakup at the Barwon Heads Golf Club; Barefoot Bowls at Pt. Lonsdale Bowls Club; 
Geelong Jail tour; Feed Me Bellarine; BBQ at the Hanley’s and Australia Day supper. 
 
Membership and Community Awareness 
It is pleasing to report that club membership numbers have remained steady 
throughout the year, while the number of Friends of Rotary has increased, reflecting 
strong community interest and engagement. 
 
In addition, the club’s social media presence and promotion of Rotary within the 
community have been outstanding. With special thanks to Kath Venters for her driving 
this important club function. Increased awareness of Rotary and the work of our club 
continues to strengthen our connection with the wider community and support future 
growth. 
 
Looking back over the past year, I believe we have made strong progress towards the 
four key goals that have shaped our direction and activities. Our efforts to enhance 
engagement, increase our impact, expand our reach, and improve our adaptability have 
delivered positive outcomes and strengthened our capacity to serve our community 
effectively. 
 
Closing Remarks 
This year has been another successful and rewarding period for our club. Through 
service, fellowship, and community involvement, members have continued to uphold 
the values of Rotary and make a meaningful difference, both locally and internationally. 
Thank you to everyone for your commitment, enthusiasm, and friendship throughout 
the year. 
 
Lyndy Stagg 
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Community Service Report 
 
 Thank you to all members of the Committee for your input, enthusiasm and 
involvement in guiding the activities of the year. The support of Club members with our 
activities has also been much appreciated. 
  
Financial donations include: 

 Feed me Bellarine to purchase a weigh machine for supplies - $1500. 
 Salvation Army Bellarine to assist with provision of Xmas vouchers for teens - 

$1000. 
 Salvation Army Bellarine to assist families with Return to School Vouchers - 

$1500. 
 Kinship Carers- pantry item support- $500. 
 Youth Group Bellarine - $500 provided to purchase equipment for the activities of 

the group. 
 Blister Pack recycling, in partnership with Ocean Grove Pharmacy and Ocean 

Grove Bowling Club - $1000. 
 Financial support for wellbeing activities undertaken by women from Victorian 

fire aƯected areas. Please see more information at the end of this report. 
 Financial support to Blaze Aid to undertake the important work the organisation 

carries out in fire aƯected areas of Victoria - $1000. 
 Vouchers for recycled cans and   bottles are collected by Pearl and delivered to 

Feed me Bellarine. 
 Seed funding for Bellarine-Sustainable Housing for Older Women (SHOW) - $500 

 
Apart from financial support provided, there were lots of other activities carried out by 
individuals and groups of committee members.  These include: 

 Christmas in the Grove- an activity organised by Ocean Grove Business 
Association and supported by community groups. Club members set up games 
and activities for children and enjoyed the evening’s festivities. 

 Cadel Evans Race- Pearl coordinated the Club member involvement as Marshals 
for this event. Thank you Pearl. 

 Foreign coins were collected and Pearl arranged for these to be sent oƯ with   
money used for overseas charities. 

 Delivery of Veterans Food Parcels- Ty from Driftwood Cafe arranged the goods 
and Club members packed and delivered these greatly appreciated packages. 
Thank you to those Club members who coordinated this activity. 

 Donation of hygiene packs to the Bellarine Salvo Outreach Van. 
 Delivery of healthy snacks for Eat Up Australia to Armstrong Creek Primary 

School, Bellarine Secondary College (Ocean Grove Campus) and QueenscliƯ 
Primary School. 
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Thank you President Lyndy and Board Members for your support of our activities. May 
incoming President Paul and Board enjoy a happy and productive 2026/27 year. 
 

Jenny Templeton 
Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Starthrower 
 
Ocean Grove Rotary has been a huge contributor to Starthrower Women’s Wellbeing 
Experience, which continues to press the “pause” button on the trauma for women 
impacted by the Victorian Bushfires in January 2026 in Harcourt, Gellibrand and 
RuƯy.   Starthrower is a Rotary Bendigo project, supported by other Rotary clubs.  
 
Ocean Grove Rotary has members who home host, dinner host, provide travel and 
actively participated during guests’ stay. The club has also paid for dinner for 
Starthrower guests at Ocean Grove Bowling Club.  
 
As part of the bushfire recovery process, impacted women come to Point 
Lonsdale/QueenscliƯ/Ocean Grove for a 3-night/4-day well-being experience.   Our 
Club is integral to its success, along with all the other wonderfully generous women and 
businesses in Point Lonsdale/ QueenscliƯ/Ocean Grove who contribute each month.  
 
Larrie Winzar  
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Environment Service Report 
 
This has been a busy and productive year for the Environment Committee.  Below is a 
summary of the projects undertaken this Rotary year: 

 Completed revegetation project at Ocean Grove Lookout in September with 
assistance of the Bellarine Catchment Network and the City of Greater Geelong. 
Thanks to Barwon Water for $4000 grant. Monthly maintenance checks continue 
to be conducted. 

 Currently involved in Nature Strip Garden project with Ocean Grove 
Coastcare.  Ocean Grove Rotary members have been assisting with mulch 
deliveries to the sites and, in some cases, assisting with planting. Thanks to Lisa 
and Harry for storing mulch and loading trailers and Andy and Ros for caring for 
the plants prior to delivery to sites. 

 Maintenance of 100 trees continues monthly. 
 Ongoing association with Bellarine Catchment Network. A member from Rotary 

Club of Ocean Grove attends network meetings.  Members can participate in 
activities which are available on BCN Environmental Volunteering Calendar. 

 Collection of bottle tops and blister packs for recycling continues. 
 City of Geelong released a Draft Plan for Nature earlier this year. We have been in 

touch via email with a representative, Jeanette Spittle, several times to ask if she 
could come and speak at a meeting as we are keen to be involved. No reply as 
yet. 

 Request from Our Lady Star of the Sea for assistance with their Kitchen Garden 
Program which is held on a Thursday each week. Unfortunately, there was 
limited interest from members to be involved.  

 

Thank you to Jenny for her excellent leadership of the combined Community and 
Environment Committee. 

Delia Naumann 
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International Service Report 

Committee Members: 
Chair: Graeme Batrouney 
Secretary: John Karis  
Members: Rod Greer; John Paten; Neil Templeton; Alan Keyse; Janet Alexander: David 
Larkin; Chris Watson; Marg Campbell 
 
The Committee’s aim was to continue international projects that give educational 
opportunities to overseas students to study and progress their education. Ten projects 
have been completed within the budget of $15000.00: 

 Cambodia: A four-year project supporting one student – Chengheang, studying 
through the “Cambodia Rural Student Trust” in Seim Reap. Cost per year 
$3000.00. Total cost $12,000.00.  During this time, four RCOG members visited 
Chengheang at the Cambodia Rural Student Trust campus in Seim Reap.  
Members Janet Alexander and Alan Keyse visited in 2025 and Heather and Garry 
Willson in 2026. They were able to provide comprehensive report and photos for 
the members. 

 Birthing Kits: 200 Birthing Kits, cost $1000.00 were assembled by 14 Club 
members and were shipped to Lese Oalai, PNG. 

 ShelterBox Australia:  $4500.00 was donated to this disaster relief project.         
 Papua New Guinea:  Health Workers - two workers completed a general health 

refresher course and one worker to completed a malaria prevention and 
treatment course.  This project was funded via a District Grant and Club 
contribution. 

 Nepal: $1000.00 was donated through Sungabha Nepal- to sponsor 8 students 
to attend Bhairavel Secondary School – their school reports are very encouraging 
of their progress. 

 Operation Cleft Bangladesh: Funded 3 operations @$400.00 per operation = 
$1200.00.  Sponsored by Rotary Club of Box Hill Central Vic. 

 RARE: Donated $1000.00 to help cover the cost of sending containers to PNG. 
 RAWCS: $1000.00 towards a water project in Papua New Guinea. (37-2017-

2018) 
 RAWCS: $1000.00 donated to Australian Rotarians against Malaria funding (62-

2010-11) 
 Rotary Recycled Playground Project:  Members dismantled two sets of 

playground equipment in the City of Geelong and delivered them to RARE for 
shipment. 

 
Graeme Batrouney 
Chairperson. 
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Youth Service Report 

The Youth Services Committee for 2025-2026 comprised Paul Brewster (Chair), Penny 
Broome, Lynne Carlson, GeoƯ Chandler, Jenny Clairs, Judy Greer, Tony Haines, Meredith 
O'Neill, Lyndy Stagg, Jenny Wright and Kath Venters. 
 
As the work of the Youth Committee primarily focuses on schools, projects are mostly 
based on a school year rather than the Rotary year. So, this report is based on the second 
half of the 2025 school year and the first half of the 2026 school year.  
 
It was again voted not to participate in the Rotary Youth Exchange programme this year – 
mostly due to uncertainty surrounding the rules and regulations both in Australia and 
Overseas which are constantly changing, becoming more restrictive and to some extent, 
confusing. It is worth noting that Lisa and Harry Hanley support an exchange programme 
outside the Rotary Youth Exchange Programme. 
 
Our signature project remained the Rotary Junior Community Awards (RJCA) with 4 
schools (Ocean Grove Primary, Surfside Primary, Our Lady Star of the Sea and Wallington) 
participating in 2026. Although we have spoken to Barwon Heads Primary, they have 
decided not to participate this year which is a blessing in disguise as we have the most 
ever students participating this year.  Our RJCA awards night was an outstanding success 
with 8 students speaking of their experience whilst carrying out the Junior Community 
Awards. All school principals and year 6 co-ordinators were present. Again, parents of 
the presenters were invited to attend the dinner which they did together with a few 
siblings. 
 
At the end of 2025, Transition bursaries (for students moving from year 6 to year 7) were 
again oƯered to all 8 primary schools in our area. A total of 18 bursaries at $300 were 
awarded to assist with the expensive start to year 7 and very gratefully received by 
parents. 
 
Two VCE scholarships of $1,000 (one student commencing year 11 and the other 
continuing from year 11 to year 12) together with Three Roy Rose Memorial awards were 
presented at the Bellarine Secondary College presentation evening by Meredith O’Neill. 
 
A proposed donation of $2,000 to the Drop In Youth Programme at the Bellarine 
Community and Training Hub was deferred due to closure of the hub but will be 
reconsidered when the hub re-opens. 
 
Our commitment to supporting students from the area served by our Club who 
participate in the Barwon Institute of Sport programme has continued. It is recognised 
that this programme covers not only training in a particular sport but also goal setting, 
personal development, media studies and so on. From this point of view, it reflects the 
RYLA programme for which we had no applicants. We believe this is mainly due to the 
need for participants to take a week oƯ from their studies or work which is becoming 
increasingly diƯicult. The Barwon Institute of Sport programme spreads the studies 
throughout the year which makes it more appropriate. 
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This year we have no local applicants for the Defying the Drift (a week long residential 
course at Longerenong Agricultural College) but have been in touch with the organisers 
to try to identify applicants where we can support another Rotary Club who cannot aƯord 
the registration.  
 
We are currently looking at supporting the Deakin University Science/Engineering 
Challenge directly rather than looking for participation from Bellarine Secondary College. 
Unfortunately, the Marine Discovery Centre Science Programme was not able to continue 
this year. It is no longer part of the Santos Science experience and Deakin have informed 
us that due to lack of funding they are unable to deliver the programme. We are 
investigating other avenues for support as this programme is valuable and should 
continue if possible. 
 
Several other projects such as debating, theatre, music and cooking were listed for 
investigation, but we ran out of time!!! 
 
We are fortunate that all members of our dedicated team have confirmed their desire to 
continue their participation in the Youth Committee and in particular Lyndy Stagg for 
agreeing to take over as chair of the committee next Rotary year. 
 
Thanks to all members of the Committee for their professional approach and untiring 
eƯorts to bring about successful outcomes for our projects in 2025-2026. We have not 
only enjoyed the projects themselves but also the camaraderie which makes service fun 
and gratifying. 
 
Paul Brewster 
Youth Committee Chair 2025-2026 
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Social Committee Report 

This year we were able to organise a series of fun events bringing members together for 
fun. 

A very interesting visit to the QueenscliƯ Coast Guard followed by dinner at the 
Esplanade Hotel with lots of talking about the services they engage in. 

Our Christmas Breakup was at the Barwon Heads Golf Club (with thanks to Lyndy) 
where we enjoyed a beautiful meal in a relaxed atmosphere and   were entertained by 
May and her friend. 

A fun night of Barefoot bowls was held at Point Lonsdale with lots of friendly 
competition. 

A visit to the Geelong Jail with dinner after was also a fun night. 

Each year we support Feed Me Bellarine with having a meal at the Pop-up Restaurant. 

We celebrated Australia Day with a special supper and kept the fun going with a Footy 
Night Quiz and another dinner at the Ming Terrace. 

Our year of Social Activities ended with a Sunday BQ at Lisa and Harry's farm. 

My thanks go to President Lyndy who organised some  
"be creative and innovative" crafts at some of our meetings. 
Also, a big thankyou to our "chief extraordinary" Coogs  
for all your work during the year. 

Maz Walton 

 
 

Summer Market Report 2025-2026 Season 
 

This season we swapped our booking system to Issimo which is used by many markets 
operating throughout Australia.  This change definitely led to more applications for our 
market compared with the old system which was entirely run and organized by a 
Rotarian. It also gave the stallholders more information regarding what site number they 
were allocated and where it was in Ocean Grove Park. We are most likely to continue 
with this system for the next season. 

There was also a change this year as in some of our members taking on more 
responsibilities regarding jobs that were previously done by the organising Rotarian. 

The biggest job of receiving the bookings and placing them on a site was taken over by 
John Paton, whilst Tony Haines took over controlling the site pegs replacement and 
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reducing the weed covering which takes place every winter. Also, Neil Templeton helps 
Tony and I with the marking out before each market.  Jenny Wright, Richard Cahill and 
Andy McKoy took over almost all the advertising sign placement with John Paton still 
doing some. 

Jenny Wright and husband Nick have also added another dimension to the market by 
supplying chairs for the public to sit and watch Shedding The Blues, the band we have 
playing on market day. 

The BBQ trailer, which is always popular with the public, was again run by Coog with lots 
of help with the cooking and serving from many diƯerent Rotarians and Friends of 
Rotary over the season. 

For any one market we can have up to 50 Rotarians and partners or Friends of Rotary 
working to make it a success.  

Profit figures for the market were: 
 Stallholder Fees-$28230 
 Gold Coin Collection-$14838 
 BBQ-$9688 
 Minus trailer and market insurance-$2983  
 Giving us a total profit of $50000 (rounded) 

 

Next season we are operating an additional market in May and are also raising the fees 
by $5 per market which should net us another $6000-$8000. 

Adrian Schmidt 
Market Manager 

Art Show Report 

Our successful 2025 14th Annual Art Show was held over the Melbourne Cup weekend.  
Some changes were made to the previous artwork categories list. These included the 
removal of the ‘Australian Flora and Fauna’ and the ‘Best in Show’ categories. The 
addition of a ‘Photography’ category and as a trial, an ‘AI Generated Imagery’ category 
was introduced. Following the Art Show a decision was made to maintain the 
‘Photography’ category but not to continue with the ‘AI Generated Imagery’ for the 
Club’s 15th Art Show. 
 
The Art Show raised for distribution to our traditional beneficiaries: Riding for the 
Disabled Barwon ($4000.00) and Surfing for the Disabled Association Ocean Grove 
($4000.00). 
 
On behalf of the Committee, I would like to acknowledge and thank Rod Bush for the 
many years of his outstanding contribution to our Art Shows, and the strong leadership 
that he has always provided to the Art Show Committee,  
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Additionally, on behalf of Rod and the Committee, I thank the Board and Members for 
their extensive, continued support, and the Committee Members for their support and 
the efficient way they undertook their specific roles and to all members for their ongoing 
support. 
 
It is also acknowledged that the additional sponsorship from local businesses and 
private individuals plays a very significant role in the Art Show’s success. 
 
Tony Haines   
Committee Member 
 

 

Disabled Surfers Report 
 
This year Mother Nature showed us that she is in charge, with the February DSA having 
to be cancelled due to strong winds and big swells.  Luckily, she was kind to us for the 
March event.  The day ran smoothly and the participants, families and volunteers 
enjoyed a wonderful day.  Ocean Grove DSA are continually improving the running of the 
day to ensure the participants have a fun and fulfilling day. 
 
It’s a privilege for OG Rotary to be involved in an event where there is so much local 
community involvement.  Once again, a huge thank you to Rod Birrell , John Calnin, 
Jenny and Nick Wright and Moni Fox. 
 
Also, a special thanks to some wonderful Friends of Rotary, Jenny C, Pauline, Donna 
and Sue . 
 
Can’t wait to next year, for more Smiles on Dials! 
 
Andrea Tierney 
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The Great Barwon River Duck Race Report 
2026 was our 6th race and from the $1500 we made on the first race to the near $28,000 
this year, it has evolved into a major event for the club It is an ever-changing beast and 
this year emerged as the year of hand sales – 
The Sales Teams were led by 
Margaret Campbell in Point Lonsdale, 
Richard Cahill in QueenscliƯ and 
Jenny Wright in Barwon Heads were 
outstanding and we had luck selling 
at the Apple fair in Ocean Grove and 
at the Barwon Heads school Fete 
Then came Good Friday with perfect 
selling conditions where our club sold 
out – Jenny Wright and Heather Willson and Richard Cahill and Margaret Campbell 
worked hard – all our ducks were gone by 7am Saturday, even online – the most we’ve 
ever sold (we did sell out when we ran 1500 ducks but this was our first at 2000) - every 
year I worry about sales a week out and every year things seem to come good. 
 
The event provided challenges this year: 
1.  getting signs up – BUT the lovely core flute ones were a hit and can be re-used if we      
     adjust them a bit 
2. the change of timing between races wasn’t successful – Gary’s retrieval team were 
     overwhelmed so we will return to the 15 minutes between races again 
3. Our prize list is extensive and allocating prizes can be tricky if the list is updated too 
     late so our prize distribution team has found a few solutions BUT we have had the 
     opportunity to showcase the collective skills in this club. 

 Kath and Jenny Wright whose skills in ticketing and recording were blindingly eƯicient 
 Jenny Wright with prize presentation and labelling. 
 Richard Cahill who took prizes of $50 or so and turned them into a list worth many 
 hundreds- his success is spectacular. 

 
The assistance team with mini-ducks, clay modelling and colouring – were wonderful 
and really popular this year.  The people who set out signs, bins, flags and equipment, 
well done, it’s an important job and required by Barwon Coast’s rules. 
 
To the people who watched over our things, - nothing was pilfered this year. 
 
To my duck tippers – great job – I’m sorry we had to tip on the North Side meaning we 
lost the opportunity for great photographs. 
 
I want to acknowledge Ryan Jordan our “Sound Man” whose system provided great 
sound and background music for ambience. 
 
To my hard-working paddlers Andrea and Frog thank you for your eƯorts in the chilly 
Waters.  
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And credit to the ever patient, hardworking Gary Willson who lifts, carries, moves, 
drives and organises so many things. 
 

 
 
To this wonderful club for getting behind this event with enthusiasm and patience, I 
thank you all. 

 

Heather Willson 
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Membership Report 
2025/6 has been an eventful year for membership at the Rotary Club of Ocean Grove. 
As at the end of May we have 57 registered members and 10 listed Friends of Rotary 
along with three potential members who have expressed interest in joining our Club or 
transferring from other clubs. We also have a number of Honorary Members who 
continue their links to the Club and contribute to the success of our Club. This 
represents a strong consistency in membership numbers and a pleasing trend for 
potential members seeking out the Club and following up with membership 
applications. 
 
This year we have formalised the Friends of Rotary opportunity to capture interested 
parties who would like to participate in Rotary activities but cannot commit to full 
membership.  This group largely has been active in our volunteering activities and have 
added strength and numbers to our eƯorts in areas such as the Duck Race, Market and 
Art Show as well as assisting on rosters for the Salvation Red Shield Appeal’ tin rattling’ 
and manning BBQs at local school fairs and disassembly of playground equipment.   
Our ability to participate in these activities has enhanced our Rotary visibility in the 
community and can assist in passive recruitment. 
 
The Member Survey undertaken this year again shows a strong sense of satisfaction 
with the Club and its activities along with constructive suggestions for improvement 
mainly in operational areas.  The survey largely confirmed sentiments that the Club 
continues to be welcoming and friendly, has a strong membership and proven 
teamwork eƯorts provides excellent outcomes for the community.   
 
In the coming year new initiatives will be considered and acted on to increase 
membership and opportunities within the Club in line with the push from Rotary 
International and its Rotary South Pacific Pilot program. 
 
Sincere thanks to all members of the Rotary Club of Ocean Grove for their dedication 
and input that keeps our Club not only viable but growing into the future. 
 
Beth Eustace 
Membership Coordinator 
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Program Speaker Report  
 
2025/2026 meetings brought together a very wide range of guest speakers. We have 
been informed in  medical matters ( Skin Cancer, Fall Fractures, Defib Emergency 
Protocols, Hearing Loss) and many aspects of our history (A trip to Olympus in 366BC, 
‘An 1838 Journey across the Bellarine’, History of QueenscliƯ, History of Ocean Grove 
Surf Life Saving Club, History of the BluƯ at Barwon Heads).  
 
Community programs have also been well covered including Share Aid (disability 
equipment), Ocean Minds (Mental Health program), Bellarine Marine Care, Farm My 
School project at Bellarine Secondary College, Feed Me Bellarine update, Guide Dogs/ 
Vision Australia update & local Shine On Awards. 
 
Local community services (Geelong Cemetery Trust’s new local cemetery at Marcus Hill 
and   Barwon Water) have also been our guests. 
 
Rotary projects have also featured. Shelter Box, World Polio Day, Alan Murphy’s 
involvement with the Ambon project & Aviv Palti on Cambodia Rural Students Trust have 
all been fascinating to hear of their successes. We also heard first hand from Gary & 
Heather Willson on their visit to the Cambodia Rural Student Trust. 
 
‘Vocational’ topics included a presentation on engineering in the dairy development 
field, a visit to the old Geelong Jail and a tour of QueenscliƯ Coast Guard.  
 
Social nights included our annual Footy Night, Barefoot Bowls at Point Lonsdale and a 
dinner at Ming Terrace when the World Bowls Championships displaced us from the 
Bowling Club. 
 
A number of dinner meetings have been set aside for ‘Rotary Reflections’ to highlight 
our own members’ Rotary lives and careers. 
 
Overall, it has been a good year for our weekly dinner enlightenments and a big thank 
you to all the members who helped by suggesting our guest speakers. 
 
John Paton 
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Rotary Foundation Report 

Strong support for the Rotary Foundation by the Club has continued in 2025/26. 
The Club donated $ 9,000.00 to the Foundation with $ 1.500.00 being allocated to 
the Polio Plus Program. This program still attracts a 2 for 1 grant from the Gates 
Foundation. 
 
Individual members have continued to support the Foundation through the Centurian 
Program (AUD $100.00 Annually), Paul Harris Fellow (recognition of notable Club 
service by a member or other person) through a donation of $100 by the Club, and 
Paul Harris Society membership through individual members donation of 
US$1,000.00 annually. 
 
In June 2026 there were 46 Paul Harris Fellows, many of whom had multiple 
recognitions. There were 9 Paul Harris Society Members, and 2 major donors. 
 
The Regional Pilot Program is progressing but changes to the organisation or work 
of the Foundation does not appear to have had a major impact at present. Political 
upheaval throughout the world and its eƯects on aide and philanthropic endeavour 
has become uncertain for the present and probably into the near future.  It is important 
to remind members that the Rotary Foundation is Rotary International’s own charity.  
 
Local and international projects supported include: 

 Peace and conflict resolution 
 Disease prevention and treatment (including the eradication of polio) 
 Water and sanitation 
 Maternal and child health 
 Basic education and literacy 
 Economic and Community development 
 The Environment 

 
By supporting the Foundation there is no doubt that “Doing good in the World” is 
possible when people “unite for good.” Humanity must be the beneficiary. 
 

Alison George 
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Secretary’s Report 

I would like to start by thanking Rod Bush for his devotion to the role of Secretary.  His 
dedication to detail and thoughtful approach to this role was exemplary.  Under very 
diƯicult circumstances he created a step-by-step approach to transitioning the role to 
me which has placed the Club in a good position. 

One of the things I have been implementing is making sure more than one person has 
access to Club emails, data records and particularly two-factor authentication. 

My ‘L’ plates are firmly in place and thank you to everyone who has helped me by being 
very kind and patient. 

I would like to congratulate Lyndy and our Board members on this year and I wish Paul 
and his Board all the best for a wonderful year ahead. 

Kath Venters 

 

Public Image Report 

I would like to thank President Lyndy and the Board for their confidence in me 
continuing with this role.  Keeping our public image up to date and engaging takes a 
dedicated team.  Thank you to Rod Bush for keeping the web site up to date and eye 
catching.  Thank you to Lisa Hanley for her great work with Facebook and Instagram 
generally and the Duck Race.  Thank you to Andy McKoy for photography and videoing 
duties.  Thank you to Heather and Gary Willson for their work on Facebook and 
Instagram for the Duck Race.  It is great when everyone takes photos and makes them 
available to the team, keep up the good work! 
 
Early in the year we had a short discussion on how everyone can improve the public 
image of our Club.  Members were encouraged to speak positively about our Club to the 
community and to add value to comments.  For example, ‘I am going to Rotary this 
evening and am looking forward to hearing the guest speaker / chatting with my friends / 
seeing everyone.’ 
 
We have increased out number of followers on both Facebook and Instagram.  The main 
age group following us on Facebook is 45 to 54 and on Instagram 35-44.  Several 
Facebook posts have attained a reach of more than 1,000 accounts: 

 ANZAC Day packages, post on packing and delivering 3.7k 
 Art show general post 9.1k 
 Bellarine Kinship carers gift card donation 1.8k 
 Cadel Evans Bike Ride volunteers 9.1k 



P a g e  25 | 30 

 

 Changeover 2024-25 5.4k 
 Delivery of snacks to schools in partnership with East Up Australia 1.6k 
 Disabled Surfers Association volunteers at the BBQ 8.1k 
 Donations Salvation Army 1.8k 
 Friends of Rotary promotional post 5.5k 
 Lookout Reserve planting 3.5k 
 National Volunteer Day 5.4k 
 Nature strip project in Ocean Grove with Ocean Grove Coast Care 14.3k 
 Parking for the World Bowls Championships 6.4k 
 Playground recycling 5.9k 
 Rotary Junior Community Awards 3.5k 
 Summer Markets each month over 3k 

 

It has been a very busy year with print articles in the Ocean Grove Voice, Bellarine Times 
and other papers.  Thank you to the Directors for providing so many opportunities to 
promote the great work we do at Ocean Grove Rotary.   

I would like to wish incoming President Paul and his Board an enjoyable and productive 
Rotary year. 

 

Kath Venters 
Public Image 
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Treasurer's Interim Report 
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Organisation Chart - 2026/2027 
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(Shared) 

Secretary/Public Image & Communication: Kath Venters 

President: Paul Brewster 

Board Subcommittee Chairs 
 

Administration: Paul Brewster 
Foundation: Alison George 
Membership: Beth Eustace 

Committees & Reporting 
 

(Report to the Board via Vice President or via relevant 
Board Member)  

Art Show: Lyndy Stagg 
Market: Immediate Past President 

Fundraising: If/as required to Vice/Past President 
 

(Report to Board via President Elect or via relevant 
Board Member)  

Foundation: Alison George 

Board - Directors:  
 

President Elect: Gary Willson 
Immediate Past President: Lyndy Stagg 

Treasurer: Lisa Hanley 
Community/Environment Service: Jenny Templeton 

International Service: Graeme Batrouney 
Youth service: Lyndy Stagg 

General Member: Beth Eustace (Membership) 
General Member:  John Paton (Board Mentor) 


